
GRIFFITH FIRST TO LAUNCH  
SCHOOLGUARD IN LAKE COUNTY
Griffith Public Schools are the first in Lake County to tap into a first-alert system that allows school 
personnel to access police faster than a call to 911.

A unique, smart-phone app for a closed-group of users – in this case, teachers, support staff and 
administrators – is the bridge to local police, fire and ambulance, who already have the application on 
their phones. A geo-fence identifies buildings, playgrounds and practice fields. 

Known as SchoolGuard, the system that links schools with first responders was created by an Illinois State 
Trooper. The app closes the window of time it takes for police to respond to a school emergency. The 
average school shooting spans 12.5 minutes, while the average police response time is 18 minutes.

Griffith Schools Superintendent Peter Morikis said the district opted into the system as added protection 
for students.

“This system was created for the most horrific of circumstances – school shootings or mass casualties 
– when every moment counts,” Morikis said. “Our hope is that we never have to use SchoolGuard, 
but in our world today, schools are too-often targets for those intent on inflicting maximum harm on a 
community.”

Since SchoolGuard was created, the app has been enhanced to:

• Speed dial 911 while alerting all participating on- and off-duty law enforcement officers who are 
within proximity of Griffith Public Schools

• Display a mapped location for Griffith police pinpointing the location of the trouble

• Alert all GPS teachers and staff at the same time it alerts all participating schools within five miles.

After seeing the app in action in August, Griffith Police Cmdr. Matthew Moore saw the potential benefit 
for the town.

“We may not be able to prevent school emergencies,” Moore said. “But this will definitely cut our 
response times.”

Morikis said SchoolGuard is a prudent investment.

“We take our students’ safety seriously and are constantly reviewing our protocols,” he said. 
“SchoolGuard makes sense for our kids and it makes sense for Griffith Public Schools.”
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